
THE JUSTICES
OF THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

1. Thomas Douglas* 1846-1850
1854-1855

2. Thomas Baltzell* 1846-1850
1854-1860

3. George S. Hawkins 1846-1850
4. George W. MacRae 1847
5. Joseph B. Lancaster 1848-1850
6. Walker Anderson* 1851-1853
7. Leslie A. Thompson 1851-1853
8. Albert G. Semmes 1851-1853
9. Benjamin D. Wright* 1853
10. Charles H. DuPont* 1854-1868
11. Bird M. Pearson 1856-1859
12. William A. Forward 1860-1865
13. David S. Walker 1860-1865
14. Augustus E. Maxwell* 

1865-1866
1887-1890

15. James M. Baker 1865-1868
16. Samuel J. Douglas 1866-1868
17. Edwin M. Randall* 1868-1885
18. Ossian B. Hart 1868-1873
19. James D. Westcott, Jr. 1868-1885
20. Franklin D. Fraser 1873-1874
21. Robert Van Valkenburgh

1874-1888
22. George G. McWhorter*

1885-1887
23. George P. Raney* 1885-1894
24. Henry L. Mitchell 1888-1891
25. R. Fenwick Taylor* 1891-1925
26. Milton H. Mabry* 1891-1903
27. Benjamin S. Liddon* 1894-1896
28. Francis B. Carter 1897-1905
29. Thomas M. Shackleford*

1902-1917
30. Robert S. Cockrell 1902-1917
31. Evelyn C. Maxwell 1902-1904
32. William A. Hocker 1903-1915
33. James B. Whitfield* 1904-1943
34. Charles B. Parkhill 1905-1911
35. William H. Ellis* 1915-1938
36. Jefferson B. Browne* 1917-1925
37. Thomas F. West* 1917-1925
38. William Glenn Terrell*

1923-1964
39. Armstead Brown* 1925-1946
40. Louie W. Strum* 1925-1931
41. Rivers H. Buford* 1925-1948

42. Fred H. Davis* 1931-1937
43. Roy H. Chapman* 1937-1952
44. Elwyn Thomas* 1938-1969
45. Alto Adams* 1940-1951

1967-1968
46. H.L. Sebring* 1943-1955
47. Paul D. Barns 1946-1949
48. T. Frank Hobson* 1948-1962
49. B.K. Roberts* 1949-1976
50. John E. Mathews* 1951-1955
51. E. Harris Drew* 1952-1971
52. B. Campbell Thornal* 1955-1970
53. Stephen C. O'Connell* 1955-1967
54. Millard F. Caldwell* 1962-1969
55. Richard W. Ervin* 1964-1975
56. Wade L. Hopping 1968-1969
57. Vassar B. Carlton* 1969-1974
58. James C. Adkins* 1969-1987
59. Joseph A. Boyd, Jr.* 1969-1987
60. David L. McCain 1970-1975
61. Hal P. Dekle 1971-1975
62. Ben F. Overton* 1974-1999
63. Arthur J. England, Jr.* 1975-1981
64. Alan C. Sundberg* 1975-1982
65. Joseph W. Hatchett 1975-1979
66. Frederick B. Karl 1977-1978
67. James E. Alderman* 1978-1985
68. Parker Lee McDonald* 

1979-1994
69. Raymond Ehrlich* 1981-1991
70. Leander J. Shaw, Jr.* 1983-2003
71. Rosemary Barkett* 1985-1994
72. Stephen H. Grimes* 1987-1997
73. Gerald Kogan* 1987-1998
74. Major B. Harding* 1991-2002
75. Charles T. Wells* 1994-2009
76. Harry Lee Anstead* 

1994-2009 
77. BARBARA J. PARIENTE* 1997-
78.   R. FRED LEWIS* 1999-
79.   PEGGY A. QUINCE* 1999-
80.   Raoul G. Cantero 2002-2008
81.   Kenneth B. Bell 2003-2008
82.   CHARLES T. CANADY* 2008-
83.   RICKY POLSTON* 2008-
84.   JORGE LABARGA* 2009-
85.   James E.C. Perry 2009-2016
86. ALAN LAWSON 2016-

SITTING JUSTICES IN UPPER CASE
* Those serving as Chief Justice

INVESTITURE OF THE HONORABLE

ALAN LAWSON
AS THE

EIGHTY-SIXTH JUSTICE
OF

THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

APRIL THE FIFTH, TWO THOUSAND AND SEVENTEEN
THREE O'CLOCK P.M.

SUPREME COURT BUILDING
CITY OF TALLAHASSEE



"There is no such thing as a 'self-made' man.  We are made up of thousands
of others.  Everyone who has ever done a kind deed for us, or spoken one
word of encouragement to us, has entered into the make-up of our character
and of our thoughts, as well as our success."

George Matthew Adams

And, in my words . . .

Today, I am above all else thankful.  First, I give thanks to God – the author
and creator of life – for his boundless mercy and grace.  Second, I thank my
best friend and life companion, Julie Carlton Lawson, who has enriched and
does enrich my life, most of all. Next, I thank my incredible parents, Charles
and Velma Lawson, for their unconditional love and life-long example of in-
tegrity, service, and humility. Similarly, I thank Julie's parents, Ernie and Fran
Carlton, who became dear friends and mentors more than thirty years ago.
When it comes to family, I have truly been blessed beyond measure, for all
have shaped my life for the good:  my children, Caleb and Leah; Caleb's wife,
Lauren; my sister, Laurie Cox, her husband, Alan, and their son, Lee; my
grandparents, H.A. and Ada Lawson and Hymon and Dorothy Turbeville,
who departed this life leaving a legacy of decency, hard work, and genuine
virtue; my aunts, uncles, and cousins, many of whom are here today, along
with Julie's sister, Lynne, her late husband, Michael, and their daughter,
Danielle (and husband, Andy, and their son, Everett). And, then there are the
new additions to our family, Ashe and Ames, our twin grandsons, born on
November 23, 2016. Thank you all for your love and support.

When the Governor called to offer me this appointment on Thursday, Decem-
ber 15, 2016, he commented on the surprising number of friends with whom
I seemed to have been blessed. He was right.  I thank you all for the treasure
of your friendship. I cannot possibly name each of you individually, but I do
need to mention a few:  the friend I have had for as long as I can remember,
Steve (his dad and mine were best men in each other's wedding, and we grew
up in Tallahassee together); the friend who traveled the farthest to be here,
Elbert; my law school roommate, Eric; and, my best friend from my early
years of practice, Mark. There are others, as well, from my law school years
at F.S.U. to my career as a lawyer (at Steel Hector & Davis and the Orange
County Attorney's Office) and as a judge at the Ninth Circuit and the Fifth
District Court of Appeal. I would not be who or where I am if not for your
influence. Finally, thank you to Scott and Tara and Mark and Lori for your
friendship.  Life for Julie and me would not be as rich and rewarding without
the time we are able to spend with you.

INVESTITURE OF THE HONORABLE

ALAN LAWSON
The Honorable Chief Justice Jorge Labarga, Presiding

Pledge of Allegiance The Honorable Justice R. Fred Lewis

The National Anthem The Honorable Ross Spano
State Representative

Invocation The Honorable Justice Peggy A. Quince

Comments The Chief Justice

Presentation of Credentials The Honorable Rick Scott
Governor of the State of Florida

Remarks The Honorable Jonathan E. Sjostrom
Chief Judge, Second Judicial Circuit

The Honorable Dan Traver
Judge, Ninth Judicial Circuit

The Honorable Frederick J. Lauten
Chief Judge, Ninth Judicial Circuit

The Honorable Jay P. Cohen
Chief Judge, Fifth District Court of Appeal

The Honorable Justice Charles T. Canady

Presentations William J. Schifino, Jr.
President, The Florida Bar

Leora B. Freire
President, Florida Association for Women Lawyers

Readings The Honorable Justice Barbara J. Pariente
The Honorable Justice Ricky L. Polston

Oath of Office & Enrobing of the Justice The Honorable Emerson R. Thompson
 Senior Judge

& the Immediate Family of Justice Lawson
                                     

Response The Honorable Justice Alan Lawson

Benediction The Reverend Doctor Case Thorp

Adjournment The Chief Justice

Reception following in the rotunda, cohosted by
The Florida Supreme Court Historical Society &

The Orange County Bar Association


